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1. TODAY I MET WITH SHAH AT NIAVARAN PALACE THREE HRS.
AFTER HIS RETURN FROM USSR. CONVERSATION BEGAN AT 1600
HRS. LOCAL AND ENSUED FOR ONE HOUR. OTHER SUBJECTS DIS-
CUSSED WILL BE REPORTED SEPTELS.

2. I BEGAN THE CONVERSATION BY STATING THAT THE
COOPERATION OF THE GOI IS SOUGHT ON A MATTER OF HIGHEST
URGENCY AND IMPORTANCE WHICH MAY MATERIALLY ADVANCE PROS
PECTS FOR EARLY PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN SOTHEAST ASIA.

3. THE SPECIFIC REQUEST OF USG IS THAT HIS IMPERIAL
MAJESTY AGREE TO TURN OVER TO US FOR SHIPMENT TO VIETNAM
THE IIAF INVENTORY OF F-5AS (90-AIRCRAFT) FOR IMMEDIATE
DISASSEMBLY AND DELIVERY TO VIETNAM BY FASTEST POSSIBLE
US CARRIERS , (PROBABLY C-5A).

4. THE USG WILL SUPPLEMENT TO EXTENT NECESSARY
PERSONNEL REQUIRED TO DISASSEMBLE AIRCCAFT FOR ONWARD
SHIPMENT. THE USG WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WITH GOI
ON VERY URGENT BASIS ARRANGEMENTS TO CREDIT GOI WITH
APPROPRIATE AMOUNTS IN REPAYMENT TO BE USED AGAINST
FURTHER AIRCRAFT PURCHASES.

5. THE USG RECOGNIZES UNPRECEDENTED NATURE THIS REQUEST,
WHICH IS MADE ONLY FOR REASONS OF UNPARALLELED IMPORT-



ANCE. USG IS ALSO APPROACHING CERTAIN OTHER COUNTRIES
WITH F-5AS IN SIMILAR MANNER AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL.

6. TO ENHANCE PROSPECTS FOR SETTLEMENT AN ANSWER IS
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY. IT IS OF COURSE OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE
TO KEEP THIS MATTER HELD AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE.

7. THE SHAH SAID RE FULLY APPRECIATED THE US POSITION IN
MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT
OF THE VIETNAM WAR FOR ALL THE OBVIOUS REASONS. THEREFORE
HE DECLARED THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO DO ALL HE COULD TO
ASSIST IN THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF A SOLUTION. CONSEQUENTLY,
HE STATED, SUBJECT TO EARLY REPLACEMENT, HE WOULD BE PRE
PARED TO TURN OVER TWO RPT TWO SQUADRONS OF F-5A, A TOTAL
OF 32 AIRCRAFT.

8. I POINTED OUT THA THE NEED WAS SO GREAT AND THE
OBJECTIVE OF SUCH MAGNITUDE THAT, AS HERETOFORE STATED,
IT WAS HOPED THAT A LARGER NUM3ER OF AIRCRAFT COULD BE
MADE AVAILABLE. THE SHAH AVOWED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD
THIS, TOGETHER WITH THE FULL IMPORT OF MY STATEMENT
TO HIM, BUT THEREUPON HE DWELT AT LENGTH UPON ASPECTS
OF A NEW TRAINING PROGRAM WHICH GOI AIR FORCE WAS
INSTITUTING AND WHICH REQUIRED A MINIMUM OF 53 F-5A;
HENCE HE WAS SUBJECT TO RESTRAINT IN HIS ABILITY TO
COOPERATE WITH THE US IN THIS EFFORT.

THE SHAH CONCLUDED BY ASKING THAT I CONVEY TO PRES.
NIXON HIS PERSONAL HOPE FOR SUCCESS OF THIS OR SUB
SEQUENT UNDERTAKINGS LEADING TOWARD PEACE IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA.
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